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“My humble prayer for each of us, is that we would allow God to do His spiritual
surgery in our souls, and earnestly ask His help to make the necessary paradigm
shifts in our lives, so that we are transformed by His Word and therefore bring order
into our inner world!”

- Rev Paul Jeyachandran
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Foreword

life and leadership.

Unchanging Love for us.

perfection.

Unchanging Love
its time-tested truths to modern living. It engages Scriptures with life; and life with the
Scriptures.

as an inner-biblical compass to your discipleship.
Unchanging Love is thus a worthy workbook that I would keenly recommend to
discipleship groups.

stick to the fundamentals and take decisive action.

Edmund Chan

15 • Unchanging Love

Malachi: Themes And Its Significance
Background

their false and disrespectful worship.
Importance of the message

THEME
God’s
Love

EXPLANATION

SIGNIFICANCE
Hypocrisy and careless living

when the people ignore or disobey
Him. His love is patient and never
ending.

The Sin

wants to have with us. How we live

faithful and are mindful of their
responsibilities. Disobedient
leaders are those ruled by what is
convenient.

of the
Priests

Sin hardens our hearts. Don’t allow

The Sin
of the
People

and devotion.
marriage. Instead they intermarried
and this threatened the religious
training of the children. Pride had
hardened the hearts of the people.

The
Lord’s

will bring comfort and healing

Coming
Him.

can heal and restore. Forgiveness
is available to all who come to
Him.
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Introduction
WHY THIS?

redemption - His relentless drive to get back His treasured possessions and deliver
them from sin. Malachi is about Israel’s unfaithfulness that clearly depicts them worthy

WHY ME?

careless living is a message that is still valid today. Malachi gives us practical steps

their lives.
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to restore and deepen your relationship with Him through His love and forgiveness.

NOW HOW?
A New Way of Doing Things

are some suffering from a syndrome that make reading for any length of period a

and meditating on His Word.

1

Science
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a room by themselves with nothing to do but think.1
drew the conclusion that most people seem to prefer to be doing something rather

do we overcome the ever present allure of distraction that robs our ability to be

As a man thinks in his heart, so is he.

Why is it so Hard to Change?

through this workbook daunting as the messages of Malachi will reveal that you
His truth.2 Cooperation with the Holy Spirit is fundamental as you work through this

2

How to Listen to God
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becoming disciplemakers and processing life theocentrically.

Growth Strategy #1. Rehabitualise a Sin Habit: Creating a Spiritual
Disciple

strategy is developing a spiritual discipline where boundaries are created that keep
The Spirit of the Disciplines
describes spiritual discipline as nothing but any activity that brings us into more

you otherwise had not planned on. Reading Malachi and completing the activities can
be a spiritual discipline. It’s a way of making a concentrated effort to carve some time

reading and activities. In some chapters of Malachi the work is spread over seven
take between 10 minutes to 20 minutes. It’s really up to you how much or how little
time you want to spend. I suggest you do not complete the whole chapter of Malachi
the day before your small group meeting. It defeats the purpose of establishing the

Growth Strategy #2. Pray First

growth strategy to pray before reading Malachi.
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Praying before you begin your daily reading of Malachi is the second growth strategy.

Growth Strategy #3. Becoming Disciplemakers: Thinking with the 3Cs

becoming theologically contemplative

competent and resourced with a

well established theological compass
fundamental to disciplemaking.

Pause, Ponder and Pen It is the second activity. It is a means of making you process
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•

Who is God?

•

Biblical Allegiance - Who is My Master?

•

Biblical Identity - Who am I?

•

Biblical Purpose - What am I called to do?

•

Biblical Values - What is of ultimate importance?

•

Biblical Priorities - What must I put first?

•

How am I empowered?

•

Biblical Foundation - How do I anchor my life?

disciplemaking should be practised - at home.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

3. Complete this statement. I used to think... Now I think...

Who is God?
Biblical Allegiance - Who is My Master?
Biblical Identity - Who am I?
Biblical Purpose - What am I called to do?
Biblical Values - What is of ultimate importance?
Biblical Priorities - What must I put first?
How am I empowered?
Biblical Foundation - How do I anchor my life?

Part 1: I Have Loved You
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Day 1
ETERNAL LIFE: BELIEVING AND OBEYING

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life.”

Many people say they believe. Many people’s idea of believing is simply a mental
and they agree to receive Him into their life.

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”

believes
in the Son has eternal life and whoever does not believe in the Son has not seen

says “whoever believes in the Son has eternal life and whoever does not obey will
not see life.”
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in hand.

in the Word.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATION

How Do I Anchor My Life?
Theoretical Anchors, Biblical Principles: Follow and Obey

1.

•
•
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ETERNAL SALVATION IS IN CHRIST JESUS
Following Christ is about living a surrendered life for His glory. We obey His
is about our salvation which is eternal.

“And being made perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey
Him...”

BIBLICAL FOUNDATION

How Do I Anchor My Life?
Theoretical Anchors, Biblical Principles: Believing and Obeying

•
•
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Day 2
A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO STUDYING THE BIBLE
Believing and obeying are two things that go hand in hand.

has a word for us in this season.

regurgitating their thoughts on different aspects of the Bible. We take a piecemeal

deepening understanding and to walk with Him with growing intimacy. How can we

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

Who Is God?
We study the Word of God to encounter the God of the Word. Let’s talk.
•
•
•
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Day 3
MALACHI: A POST-EXILIC BOOK
Biblica

POST-EXILIC PERIOD

RITUALS WITH NO REALITY OF GOD LEADS TO SIN
The Sins of the Priests
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The Sins of the People

with doing the bare minimum.

with younger women from different nations.

The Sins of the People: Robbing God
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BIBLICAL VALUES AND PRIORITIES

What Are Your Biblical Values And Priorities?

we are in the same boat as the priests and the people in the Book of Malachi.
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Day 4
MALACHI’S MESSAGE: THE LORD’S LOVE FOR ISRAEL

Warning Signs Of Being A
Nominal Christian
Wears a spiritual mask and
appears spiritual inconsistent.
Roller coaster Christian.

relationships that are
transactional (“you scratch my

Someone who gives token
commitment - duty without

Complacent.
Life without purpose.
Misguided priorities.
Faith without foundation.
Addicted to the things of the
world.

Half-hearted Christian.

Accomplishments without
authenticity.

Here are some of the CAUSES of nominal Christianity:
•
•
•
•

Values have not changed.

Part 1: I Have Loved You • 32

“The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. I have loved you,” says the
Lord. But you say, ‘How have you loved us?’ ‘Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?’ declares the
Lord. I have loved Jacob.’’

they are loved. “I love you,” says the Lord. I want you to think about this. Do you know
when one of His children walks in wilful rebellion and disobedience. But even in the

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

Who Is God?
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Day 5
GOD’S LAST MESSAGE

important.

Like a gentle and understanding

Images Of God

grandfather or grandmother.
1.

Where did you get your early

I didn’t really think much about

impressions and understanding

3.

2.

with both a good and a bad side.
a cane to catch anyone breaking
the rules.
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PREACHING WITH A PROPHETIC BURDEN
People always ask me how I prepare sermons and what is my decision-making process

to hear what is on His heart and His mind and bring that burden across to the people.
‘oracle’
It means a ‘prophetic burden’. It is the burden of the Lord. We have Malachi clothed
with a burden from the Lord.

THREE KEYS TO PREPARING A SERMON

Prophetic Burden

the people.
Theological Anchor

Practical Applications
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BIBLICAL FOUNDATION

How Do I Anchor My Life?
Seeking the Lord’s burden (S
as a solution (P
application (O
is a three-pronged approach to life particularly helpful when problems arise.

Let’s Talk
Discuss ways in which this theocentric approach to life can help in our
S
biblical principle (P

O

THE THREE MESSENGERS

of a pastor is that “his lips... should guide knowledge and the people should seek
instructions from his mouth... For he is a messenger of the Lord of Hosts” (Malachi 2:7).

need for spiritual food by spending time with Him rather than listening to the world’s
and famous.
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messenger
whom you seek will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant

‘messenger’
“Behold, I’ll send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me...” and the
“will suddenly come to His temple”
revealed as someone in whom we will delight. He is “the messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight.”
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Day 6
DELIGHT: A HEART CAPTURED BY JESUS

heart yet. It hasn’t become a reality. It is only a ritual you follow.

BIBLICAL VALUES

What Is Of Ultimate Importance?

Let’s Talk
•
•

“The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. ‘I have loved you,’ says the
Lord. But you say, ‘How have you loved us?’
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I want you to capture this picture. What people cannot understand is how a loving

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

Who Is God?

Let’s Talk
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Day 7
I LOVE JACOB, BUT ESAU I HATE

“...and they will be called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people with whom the Lord is
angry forever.’” (Malachi 1:4)

BIBLICAL FOUNDATION

How Do I Anchor My Life?
How to Study the Bible.

HOW GOD LOVES US
“I have loved you”

“How have you

loved us?”
“Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob but Esau I
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have hated. I have laid waste this hill country and have left his heritage to jackals of
the desert.” If Edom says, ‘We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,’ the Lord of
hosts says, “They may build, but I will tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked
country’ and the people with whom the Lord is angry forever.” Your own eyes shall see
this, and you shall say, ‘Great is the Lord beyond the border of Israel.’

ruined.

loved you and have preserved you.

WHAT DOES GOD WANT YOU TO SEE?

“Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, ‘Great is the Lord beyond the border
of Israel!’”

“see”
why we will take time studying Malachi.
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BIBLICAL FOUNDATION

How Do I Anchor My Life?
Theological Anchor

A Certain Kind

Let’s Talk

“Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked,
between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him.” (Malachi 3:18)

does not.
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power to apply this truth to our lives.

I HAVE LOVED YOU

“Today you will be with Me in
Paradise.”

loves us with an unchanging love. His love for us is forever.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

3. Complete this statement. I used to think... Now I think...

Who is God?
Biblical Allegiance - Who is My Master?
Biblical Identity - Who am I?
Biblical Purpose - What am I called to do?
Biblical Values - What is of ultimate importance?
Biblical Priorities - What must I put first?
How am I empowered?
Biblical Foundation - How do I anchor my life?
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About The Author
Rev. Paul Jeyachandran
has been actively engaged in mentoring pastors and

stretching the capacity of his listeners and readers to

churches back to their disciplemaking roots and to raise

the nations.
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Additional Resources from Paul
Jeyachandran
UNCHANGING LOVE ONLINE
RESOURCES

Unchanging Love.
www.idmc.com.au/unchanging-love

IDMC 101

return the Church to her disciplemaking roots and

www.idmc.com.au/101
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IDMC INSTITUTE

IDMC Institute offers many online courses where
how to be authentic disciples and intentional

college.idmc.com.au

FOLLOW IDMC MOVEMENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
www.facebook.com/IDMCmovement/
www.instagram.com/IDMCmovement/
www.youtube.com/user/LifeChurchAustralia

“I have loved you,” says the Lord.
“But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’

voice in the wilderness cried out in the gospels.

King over our lives and live the distinctive life of servanthood and stewardship.

and glory.

roots and to raise disciplemaking leaders.
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